


studs. Therefore, regardless whether a 6 mm 
(3 -inch) steel plate or a 16 gauge sheet metal 
is used, the interior face of the stud should 
be � nished with a steel-backed composite 
gypsum board product until a determination 
can be made regarding the level of hazard 
associated with this debris. As an extra bene� t, 
these interior cladding materials also improve 
the overall performance of this wall system. 
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Ideally this system would be constructed 
using continuous steel studs from the � xed 
attachment at the � rst level slab to the top of 
the parapet, if the overall building height 
permits this approach. Steel studs are 
commercially available in the US in 18-
meter (60-foot) mill lengths; however, this 
is not likely to be practical for an overseas 
construction project.

Splice plates consisting of 400 mm (15¾-
inches) long, 12 mm (½-inch) thick steel plate 
may require up to 12 bolts to develop the 
tensile forces.  This design is intended to allow 
the spliced stud to produce its maximum 
strength and achieve tension membrane over 
its entire length.  All stud splices are to be 
located directly in front of a � oor slab. This 
location is least likely to interfere with the 
desired deformation of the steel stud frame as 
it absorbs energy and transmits blast loads to 
adjacent diaphragms.

This steel stud exterior wall construction 
system is amenable to many different con-
struction and erection scenarios. The basic 
framework of steel studs, 6 or 12 mm (¼- 
or ½-inch) steel plate and 16 gauge sheet 
metal can be prefabricated horizontally. 
This assembly can then be manipulated into 
position and attached on the � oor/ceiling/
roof slabs. Once in position, additional ex-
terior cladding can be installed as required
by the construction documents. Alterna-
tively, the system can be “stick built”, in 
place, as required by the project design. This 
sequence would begin with attachment of 
the steel studs to the building diaphragms 
and cycle through installation of 6 or 12 mm 
(3 - or 2 -inch) sheet steel, 16 gauge sheet 
metal and � nally the cladding material(s). 
There are numerous combinations and per-
mutations for constructing this system, and 
the Department of State is amenable to a 
wide variety of construction methods.

The way rough openings are addressed will 
depend on whether they occur on portions 
of the building sheathed in 6 or 12 mm 
(3 - or 2 -inch) steel plate or areas that receive 
16 gauge sheet metal.  Although the blast 
loads are transmitted to the adjacent structure 
and eventually to a building diaphragm in 

either case, the steel plate condition is a bit 
more forgiving. For this case, the blast loads 
can be transmitted from the window frame 
to the steel plate sheathing, and � nally to 
the surrounding steel stud frame work and 
adjacent diaphragms.  As an example, the sub-
frame assembly may be fabricated from steel 
angle stock and allows for mechanical and 
welded attachment between the window and 
surrounding steel wall sheathing. This has the 
advantage of taking these transitional sub-
frames out of the construction critical path
of the building’s exterior walls, and they can 
be installed anytime prior to the actual 
window installation. Another bene� t of 
this approach is that it  allows removal, re-
placement or repair of the window without 
disturbing adjacent interior � nishes.

Rough openings above the � rst level, in 
areas where the steel stud wall system is 
sheathed in 16 gauge sheet steel, are addressed 
differently.  In these cases, the blast loads 
must be transferred directly to the adjacent 
steel studs.  These connections must exploit 
the ultimate strength available from these 
studs and allow them to achieve tension 
membrane. A prefabricated steel sub-frame 
may be designed to transition between a blast 
window, for instance, and the steel studs 
that accept and transfer the resulting blast 
loads. If properly designed and fabricated, 
this approach could perform the same func-
tion as a traditional blast window embed and 
allow direct bolt up of the window to this 
transition sub-frame. If appropriately detailed 
and manufactured, this sub-frame could also 
be removed from the construction critical path 
for the skin of the building.  Additionally, this 
approach provides the General Contractor 
(GC) with some vertical adjustability in the 
rough opening during fabrication of the steel 
stud frame. However, the GC must maintain 
very tight tolerances when laying out and 
welding up the steel stud frame on exact 
center-to-center spacing. 

If the 16 gauge sheet metal is butted to an 
adjacent sheet, they will separate in response 
to the blast loading.  The deformation and 
elongation in the studs allows for gaps to open 
up between successive sheets of this steel 
and may allow debris to enter the structure.  
It is therefore recommended that successive 
sheets be overlapped 25 to 50 mm (1- to 2-
inches) to prevent this potentially dangerous 
condition. All explosive tests performed 
to date indicate no additional fastening or 
blocking is required at the horizontal joints.

However, testing of the steel stud system 
revealed the importance of interior sheathing.  
Signi� cant deformations are likely to be ex-
perienced during blast loading, and these have 
a tendency to detach gypsum wallboard with 
relatively low velocity off the interior face of 

An extensive analytical and testing program 
that was conducted by the Department of 
State resulted in the development of a steel 
stud wall system that may be used for blast 
resistant construction. These innovative steel 
stud wall systems provide great potential for a 
wide variety of applications to a wide range 
of explosive threats. The potential bene� ts 
are so great, the Department of State Bureau 
of Diplomatic Security is continuing the 
development of this system. The Department 
of State is also sponsoring work thorough
the ERDC and University of Missouri to 
develop the Steel Stud Wall Analysis Code 
(SSWAC) as a design tool to facilitate 
commercial applications of this design and 
construction technique.�x
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